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tion \vith competitive examinations for children of greatest
intelligence for admission to higher education, which shall like-
wise be free; suppression of town dues, suppression of high
salaries and pluralities, and" modification of our system of
taxation; appointment of all public fonctionnaires by election;
suppression of standing armies, the cause of ruin to the nation's
finances and business, a source of hatred between peoples and
of distrust at home; abolition of privileges and monopolies,
which we define in these words:fi A bonus to idleness'; economic
reforms are connected with the social problem, the solution of
which—although subordinate to political change—must be
constantly studied and sought hi the name of the principles of
justice and social equality. Indeed this principle alone, put
into general application, can cause social antagonism to dis-
appear and give complete reality to pur slogan: Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity!
2. The reply of Gambetta:
Citizen Electors—I accept this mandate.
On these conditions I shall be especially proud to represent
you because this election will have been conducted in con-
formity with the true principles of universal suffrage. The
electors will have freely chosen their candidate. The electors
will have determined the political programme of their dele-
gate. This method seems to me at once right and in line with
the traditions of the early days of the French Revolution.
I therefore in my turn adhere freely to the declaration of
principles and the rightful claims which you commission me to
press at the tribune.
With you, I think that there is no other sovereign but the
people, and that universal suffrage, the instrument of this
sovereignty, has no value and basis and carries no obligation,
unless it be radically free.
The most urgent reform must therefore be to free universal
suffrage from every tutelage, every shackle, every pressure,
every corruption.
With you, I think that universal suffrage, once made the

